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ENGLISH 3001 -ADVANCED COMPOSITION 
Fall 2002 I Section 004 
MWF 10-10:50 
Coleman Hall 2120 
Dr. Chris Wixson 
Coleman Hall 3015 
Office Hours: MW 8-9:30 AM 
(or by appointment) 
Required Texts: A Writer's Reference, 4th Edition (ed. Diana Hacker) 
McDonaldization. The Reader (ed. George Ritzer) 
The Twilight of American Culture Morris Berman 
Required Supplies: A notebook and a folder for notes, handouts, and in-class work 
Two 3.5" disks for written assignments 
Course Philosophy 
The goal of English 3001 is to provide you with opportunities to develop your skills of 
writing and thinking, building upon the foundation of English 1001and1002. Essentially, the 
assignments are designed to help you cultivate your critical voice, both within your area of 
professional/disciplinary expertise and more generally as a member of an intellectual 
community. We will focus our inquiry through the lens of a larger topic that lends itself to a 
variety of approaches and with which we all have experience as human beings in contemporary 
American culture. The issues raised will be existential as well as political and will provide the 
basis for discussion and a variety of written tasks. This course is designed to allow each student 
the flexibility to pursue topics within their chosen major/field and a chance to reflect, challenge, 
and share reactions, questions, and ideas within a diverse group of thinkers and writers. Since 
true education happens in communities, there will be a fair amount of collaborative work. 
Roughly, the first half of term is more reading focused with smaller writing assignments while 
the second half centers around an extensive research paper. This is a writing-intensive course, 
and you may elect to submit an essay from it to your university-required portfolios. 
Course Policies 
AITENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION: I expect you to be in class awake and prepared every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday morning. In other words, arrive on time with your 
reading/writing assignment completed, prepared to participate in discussion. If you are not a 
morning person, it is important to realize that now and switch into one of the other sections. 
Because so much in this course relies upon class discussion, frequent absences and habitual 
lateness will adversely affect your course performance. Please notify me by email if there is 
unexpected illness or an emergency that causes you to miss class. Do not get in touch asking "for 
the assignment" or a "rundown of what you missed." My responsibilities as an instructor lie with 
the students who do come to class. 
**If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please 
contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
LATE PAPERS: These are no fun for me to keep track of and only put you further behind. For 
each day beyond the scheduled due date, late papers will be penalized a third of a letter grade. 
After a week, I will no longer accept the paper, and it becomes a "0." Again, if you become 
ill or the victim of emergency circumstances, please email me as soon as possible and stay in 
touch. In order to pass the course, ALL written assignments must be turned in. 
PLAGIARISM· Any paper with your name on it signifies that you are the author--that the 
wording and major ideas are yours, with exceptions indicated by either quotation marks and/or 
citations. Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of others' materials (words and ideas). We will 
discuss how to avoid it. Evidence of plagiarism will result in one or more of the following: a 
failing grade for the assignment, an F in the course, and a report filed with the dean. 
CONFERENCES: Please set up an appointment to discuss your work or any aspect of the course. 
E-mail is another place where questions and concerns can be addressed. There will be two 
mandatory conferences later in the term during the writing process for the last two essays. 
WRITTEN WORK: You will have three types of writing assignments: 
(a) Formal Essays 
(b) Seed paper 
( c) Shorter writing "process" assignments 
FINAL GRADES: Your final grade will be determined by your performance on the following 
assignments: 
Seed Paper 10% 
Manifesto 10% 
Essay 1: Response/Evaluation/"Field" 10% 
Academic Journal Survey 10% 
Article Summary 10% 
Annotated Bibliography 15% 
Proposal I Research Essay 20% 
Active Participation, Short Assignments, Abstract 15% 
Schedule of Assignments 
THIS SCHEDULE MAY CHANGE AT ANY TIME ACCORDING TO THE NEEDS AND 
DEMANDS OF THE CLASS. MAKE SURE YOU ALWAYS BRING IT WITH YOU FOR 
MODIFICATION. 
August 
September 
26 
28 
30 
2 
Introductory Comments 
RC pp. 1-18; 453-68 
SM pp. 4-11, 15-17 (la, lb, lf) pp. 7-8 questions #1, 3, 4, 8, 9, 
11, 12 injournal 
Berman 1-13 
Seed #1 Due 
NO CLASS - HAPPY LABOR DAY! 
October 
November 
4 Ritzer 1-32 Seed #2 Due 
6 Berman 120-31 and the University Catalog 
Selections from Gerald Graff 
Seed #3 Due 
9 Ritzer 116-25 I Seed #4 Due 
11 John Taylor Gatto's "The Seven Lesson Schoolteacher" 
13 
16 
18 
20 
23 
25 
27 
30 
2 
4 
7 
9 
11 
14 
16 
18 
21 
23 
25 
28 
30 
1 
4 
6 
8 
Jean Anyon's "Social Class and the Hidden Curriculum of Work" 
Seed #5 Due 
Berman 33-52 Seed #6 Due 
Ritzer 1 78-84 Seed #7 Due 
Ritzer 91-106 Seed #8 Due 
Selections from Consuming the Romantic Utopia I Video 
TBA 
Manifesto Due 
E 1 Brainstorming 
Ritzer 33-36; 45-59 I Berman 20-9 Seed #9 Due 
Ritzer 178-84 14-70 Seed #10 Due 
Ritzer 107-15; 158-61 Seed #11 Due 
E 1 Structure and Outline 
El Workshop 
First Draft of El Due (2 Copies) - Peer Review 
Drafts returned I Revision Strategies 
Final Draft of El Due I Self-Evaluation 
NO CLASS - HAPPY FALL BREAK! 
Research Process Overview 
Meet at Library 
Academic Journal Survey Due 
Berman 87-90; 132-58 
Berman 159-83 
Brainstorming research topics 
Research Workshop 
Research Proposal Due 
No Class Scheduled - Instructor at Conference 
Research and Annotate Article for Summary 
11 Article Summary Due 
13 Sources Workshop 
15 Sources Workshop 
18 Outline Due I Introductory Paragraphs 
20 Body Paragraph Workshop 
22 Works Cited Page I Conclusions 
THANKSGIVING BREAK 
December 2 
4 
6 
First Draft of Research Essay Due - Peer Review 
Drafts Returned I Revision 
Workshop 
9 Presentation of Abstracts 
11 Presentation of Abstracts 
13 Annotated Bibliography Due 
